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Aleutian Islands districts will be
reduced as required under existing
regulations at 50 CFR
679.22(a)(8)(iii)(B). The A season for
Atka mackerel will begin January 1,
2001, and end April 15, 2001. The B
season will begin September 1, 2001,
and end November 1, 2001. Fifty
percent of the annual TACs for the
western, central, and eastern Aleutian
Islands districts is available during each
season. Critical habitat harvest limits on
the amount of 2001 TAC apportioned to
the respective areas during each season
are: Western area, 48 percent; central
area, 46 percent; and eastern area, 0
percent.

This emergency rule makes two
general changes to the regulations
governing the Atka mackerel fishery not
specific to implementing the biological
opinion, but that require change. First,
correction is made to regulations at
§ 679.20(c)(2)(ii) that establish annual
interim harvest amounts to indicate that
in any given year the first proposed
seasonal allowance of Atka mackerel
TACs would be available at the
beginning of the fishing year as interim
TAC amounts until superseded by final
harvest specifications. Second, a
regulatory reference to 50 CFR part 226
at § 679.22(a)(8)(iii)(A) is removed.
Instead, the regulations now refer to a
new Table 21 in 50 CFR part 679 that
contains a complete list of corrected

rookery and haulout sites that are used
to identify different fishery restrictions
surrounding these areas and
implemented under 50 CFR part 679.

3. BSAI and GOA Pacific Cod Seasons
This emergency rule separates the

BSAI and GOA Pacific cod TACs into
two separate seasonal allowances, a
change from prior years in which there
were no seasonal splits. The new A
season begins on January 1, 2001, and
ends June 10, 2001. Sixty percent of the
annual TAC of BSAI and GOA Pacific
cod, after subtraction of any reserves
and incidental catch, will be available
for harvest during the A season and will
be apportioned among the various
sectors as provided in
§§ 679.20(a)(6)(iii) and 679.20(a)(7). The
new B season begins at noon A.l.t. on
June 10, 2001, and ends on December
31, 2001. Forty percent of the annual
TAC of BSAI Pacific cod, after
subtraction of any reserves and
incidental catch, will be available for
harvest during the B season and will be
apportioned among the various sectors
as provided in §§ 679.20(a)(6)(iii) and
679.20(a)(7). Apportioning Pacific cod
between two seasons will affect the
ability of fishermen to fully utilize the
TAC for Pacific cod. Pacific cod tends
to aggregate during the early part of the
calendar year and is easier to locate and
catch. In previous years, a large portion

of the Pacific cod TAC was taken during
the early part of the calendar year. Also,
as Pacific cod becomes disaggregated,
the increased fishing time and effort to
catch the same amount of fish means
commensurate increases in bycatch,
which also can affect the success of
fully utilizing the TAC. Finally, these
effects will be further exacerbated in
future years because the 60/40
percentage split between the A and B
seasons will be in place for 2001 only.
In subsequent years, the percentage split
will be changed to 40 percent in the A
season and 60 percent in the B season.
This change is consistent with the
conclusions in the Comprehensive
BiOp, which indicated that a greater
proportion of essential prey should be
made available to Steller sea lions
during the winter season. Any over
harvest or under harvest of Pacific cod
harvest from the A season may be
subtracted from or added to the
subsequent B season.

4. GOA Pollock Seasons

In accordance with P.L. 106–544,
fishing for pollock in the GOA during
the first half of the 2001 will be
conducted in the same manner as in
2000. Fishing seasons and pollock TAC
apportionments in the Western and
Central (W/C) Regulatory Areas of the
GOA are summarized in Table 2.

TABLE 2.—POLLOCK FISHING SEASONS AND TAC APPORTIONMENTS FOR THE WESTERN AND CENTRAL REGULATORY
AREAS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA

Season
TAC

apportionment
(in percent)

Season dates

A ............................................................................................................................................... 30 January 20–March 1.
B ............................................................................................................................................... 15 March 15–May 31.
C .............................................................................................................................................. 30 August 20–September 15.
D .............................................................................................................................................. 25 October 1–November 1.

The TAC for pollock during the A/B
season in the combined W/C Regulatory
Areas will continue to be apportioned
among Statistical Areas 610, Shelikof
Strait, and areas 620 and 630 outside of
Shelikof Strait in proportion to the
distribution of the pollock biomass as
determined by the most recent NMFS
surveys. Consistent with current
regulations, pollock fishing seasons are
not established for the Eastern
Regulatory Area.

In the GOA, overall pollock fishery
harvest rates have varied from about 5
percent of the total biomass to about 10
percent since 1990. From 1994 to 1999,
the estimated harvest rate in Shelikof
Strait has been on the order of 1 percent
to 3 percent of the total biomass, well

below the overall harvest rate for the
GOA. This discrepancy suggests that the
biomass of pollock in Shelikof Strait is
under-utilized relative to the biomass of
pollock outside the Strait. Therefore,
pollock biomass outside the Strait must
be over-utilized relative to the overall
harvest rate. This relative over-
utilization of pollock outside Shelikof
Strait could have had a detrimental
effect on the availability of pollock to
Steller sea lions in those outer regions.
To ameliorate this effect, Shelikof Strait
received a separate apportionment in
2000. This separate apportionment will
continue with this emergency rule.

The Shelikof Strait conservation area
is defined as the area bounded by
straight lines and shoreline connecting

the following coordinates in the
following order:
58°51′ N lat 153°15′ W long.;
58°51′ N lat 152°00′ W long.; and, the

intersection of 152°00′ W long with
Afognak Island; aligned
counterclockwise around the
shoreline of Afognak, Kodiak, and
Raspberry Islands to

57°00′ N lat 154°00′ W long.;
56°30′ N lat 154°00′ W long.;
56°30′ N lat 155°00′ W long.;
56°00′ N lat 155°00′ W long.;
56°00′ N lat 157°00′ W long.; and the

intersection of 157°00′ W long. with
the Alaska Peninsula.

As in 2000, the Shelikof Strait
conservation area TAC apportionment is
determined for the A and B seasons
based on the most recent winter
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